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Every Second Counts

A The need for humanitarian help and protection reached an all-time
high at the end of 2020.

A The UN reported that 235 million people already need our support
in 2021, having predicted last year that 212 million would need
help by 20221 coronavirushasover whel med t he UNGOS
and forced an additional 67,000 people into crisis.

A The average humanitarian crisis now lasts more than nine years.

A One in every 33 people around the world is currently caught up in a
crisis and in urgent need of humanitarian assistance and protection.

A 71 million people around the world are displaced from their homes
because of humanitarian crises i more than the population of the UK.

A Al most half of the worldoés refugees

Entering 2020 we were already stretched and people living in poverty
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the world, to transmit values, to leave this earth somehow : -

which God has put us... The earth is our common home and has been magnified. In many communities people are faced with the
all of us are brothers and si St ede6isiof of whether to leave their home to find food and risk contracting

: » : coronavirus or stay at home and go hungry.
Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium

(The Joy eiihe Gospel), 2013 Now, more than ever, every second counts.



Why CAFOD

We are part of Caritas, the global network of the Catholic

Church. With a presence in 165 countries, Caritas is one of the
largest aid networks in the world. Because of this global network
and local presence, we are uniquely placed to support people in the
most difficult places where other agencies cannot access.

We have been tackling crises for over half a century. By being part
of the community through our local partners, trust and
understanding are built and people can help shape the best
response. Combined with our expert knowledge, we can meet
people where they are and tackle the root of the problem.

We must also act fast, with a team of experts ready to deploy at a
moment 6s notice and with flexible

Every second counts

We are looking for humanitarian champions to make significant
donations to develop our emergencies programme over the next
four years. With your support we will be able to respond to the
rising number of people in need of humanitarian assistance around © Caritas Bangladesh
the world. Together we can save lives.

no one
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The Church as ©0
responderao

The Churchoés place Iin a community
immediately. Regardless of the local faith. The priest,

community leader, imam or religious sister are often the most

trusted figures in the community. They understand the local

context and can quickly find out i

Through the Church network, we have unique access to
respond in countries that other organisations cannot. For
example, after the first bombings in Aleppo in Syria, our
relationship with the Bishop enabled us to assess the
Immediate needs, identify how we could help and moments
later we issued the first solidarity grant. We were the first
organisation there. Now, ten years on, we have a stronger
partnership than ever.

©Tommy Trenchard, Calitas Intematighalis | = = In the past three years we have deployed our team to 84
‘ N o ' separate emergencies aroun %he world. Many o!idémt Ena}qke

A T_h_e Ch urch often acts as a O0firstinahdadifeddldidrdid sodil ly'véry briefly?
a crisis, helping people recover and take back control of

their |ives. We need to support t hYoucanbe partofanetworkofexperts that understand the
and emergencyo all the way ¢t hr ou g hintringg ngﬁqis(gf\pcgr}qnynlltl%s,l{l an,emergency, that respond
with speed and precision, and meet their specific needs without

overnance. O
J seeking to fulfil an agenda.

Geoff OO6Donoghue, CAFOD Director of Operations



Being better prepared before a disaster strikes helps
b e refuce damage and save lives, homes and livelihoods.

We are there

In cyclone and flood-prone areas, like Bangladesh, we have
supported communities to implement early warning systems.

In Bangladesh, farmers have learnt to farm sustainably. They
have seen the benefits of weatherboards to enable planning, so
they avoid planting when heavy rains are due and have allowed
the 'fand time to recover and be more resilient to floods.

Communities have learnt to diversify their income and boost
their resilience, sg they are less reliant on the land as we see
the number of natural disasters increase each year. Our local
experts have provided trainingfinitradesdike metorbike
mechanics and tailoring, so alternative means of earning a
living aré more'accessible!

When disasters strike, communities need to respond quickly. In
high risk areas we train local people to be prepared. By sharing
simple messages about evacuation procedures and ensuring
cyclone shelters are ready, communities can respond without
hesitation.

With limited access to technology and weather information, it
can often be too late to find shelter. To protect their community,
Caritas Bangladesh patrols the streets with megaphones to
inform villages of incoming cyclones, so they can gather
essentials and find safe shelter in time.
no one
beyond reach
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We are there duringe

In an emergency, specialists like George work alongside affected
communities, | ocal and national organisations and other NGOOGs to
understand the response needs.

George is a leader in the field of water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH),
with over 15 years of experience. In each phase of an emergency
response, he works alongside fellow experts from networks like Caritas
and the Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC) to ensure we are
responding effectively. In his role as Chair for the Caritas WASH Working
Group, he is regularly called upon to share his expertise and lead in best

practice.

He works with organisations before an emergency to ensure they have George was instrumental in our response to the East Africa crisis in

the essential skills to respond effectively, and by listening to local people 2017 where he supported Caritas Marsabit in Kenya, with trucking
P . Y y g P _ P 84,000 litres of water to 300 people in two villages in Tigo during the

he develops an understanding of the local culture and context, to tailor initial response.

the training to their unique requirements.

This enables George to already be on the inside track when an
emergency hits, so he knows how best to support the community.

Because he already has a strong relationship and is in regular contact In the later recovery phase, he supported with the planning and
. A c?nstructlon of \/¥ells antd solar gowered Water supplies. ,
with our partners, he doesnod6t need 0O wWast e i m askKing guesti ons

ground. He can get straight to work and make sure every second counts.



