SAFEGUARDING GUIDELINES FOR THE CATENIAN ASSOCIATION
This is a most important area in the current climate when engaging with young people. 
When brothers visit schools or colleges they must read and be aware of Association guidelines. Several brothers may have a Diocesan DBS (Disclosure and Barring Service) certificate and have attended Safeguarding Seminars but for those brothers who have not a DBS the attached guidelines should suffice in most cases.
If a volunteer is only attending a school where they will be constantly supervised by staff or priest (as is the norm) there is no requirement for a DBS check. If a volunteer is running an event or in contact with children where no DBS checked adults are supervising they will require a check.
As contact by Catenian Brothers will normally be on an ad hoc basis, outside the regular criteria and with DBS checked adults (usually teachers) always present, there should be no need for a DBS certificate, if in any doubt contact the Association.
The guidelines must always be followed by all Catenian brothers
If brothers are unsure they should visit the following website or alternatively contact the Association Head Office in Coventry: http://rcdow.org.uk/att/files/safeguarding%20forms%202014%20branding/children's%20factsheet%20-%20regulated%20activity.pdf
IMPORTANT: 
When making initial contact with a school always advise them whether you have had a Diocesan DBS (originally CRB) check and give number and date. If one is not held, then ensure the school/college is aware.
WHEN VISITING:
· Again advise reception on DBS status. Take your DBS form with you, if you have one.
· Ensure that a teacher is always present with a student group.
· Do not be alone with a group of students out of sight/earshot of teachers.
· Avoid physical contact  with  students  
· Be careful with language! Don’t make any comment to under 18’s that you would not be happy to make in the presence of a teacher or parent.
· Don’t be drawn in by attention seeking behaviour, or show favouritism. 
· Never walk around the school/college unless accompanied by a member of their staff.
· If possible meet with individual groups of students with a Catenian colleague (ie as a pair)
· Do NOT take photos. The school/college will possibly take photos and these may be used for Catena, but only after being forwarded via the organisers and cleared for publication. Do not afterwards contact students direct by social media or accept any such requests from a student. Do not take any personal contact details. Route any correspondence through the staff contact.
· If you have any concerns whatsoever regarding student behaviour or attitudes then always mention your concerns to a member of staff.
SUMMARY: The purpose of these guidelines is to afford safeguarding protection to both the children we encounter and the Catenian Association.  Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility and following these guidelines will assist in operating safely and in accordance with organisational requirements."  
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